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Erzsébet: A Monodrama

Characters in the Drama

The organization of characters and their history has been slightly altered for dramatic
purposes.

Countess Erzsébet (Elizabeth) Bathory (1560-1614), cousin to King Méatyas
(Matthew), daughter of Gydrgy (George) VI and Anna Bathory, part of the Ecsed
line of the Bathory family, and mistress of Castle Cséjthe (in present-day Cachtice,
Slovakia). She was reputed to have killed upwards of 600 servant girls.

Anna Darvulia, Erzsébet’s mysterious lover.

Dorattya (Dorothy) “Dorka” Szentes, Ilona (Helen) Joo, and Katalin (Catherine)
Beneczky, Erzsébet’s loyal handmaidens. They were executed after Erzsébet’s
first trial.

Anastasia (b. 1574), Anna (b. 1585) and Katalina (b. 1594), Erzsébet’s daughters
(Anastasia was born out of wedlock), and Paul Nadasdy (b. 1598), her son. Paul
was Killed as a young soldier, and two other children (one perhaps named Ursula)
died in infancy.

Count Ferenc (Franz) Nadasdy (b. 1550), Erzsébet’s husband (married 1575),
who died at war in 1604, the year of Kepler’s supernova.

Count Gyorgy (George) Thurzo, rival member of the Bathory family.
Johannes Kepler, the astronomer.

Reverend Ponikenusz of the local church. The famous “Prayer of Erzsébet”
was reputedly written down in Ponikenusz’s memoirs.

Baroness llona (Helen) Harczy, a minor noblewoman who was also a singer at
the church in Vienna (she has been relocated to Cséjthe for this story). Erzsébet
killed llona, and the killing of a noblewoman gave Thurzo an opening to arrest
the Countess and seize her lands and fortune.



Some Background Information

In the prologue, a young Erzsébet is speaking about a peasant who was tortured
and sewn into a horse’s stomach by her father Gyorgy asa lesson to others peasants
who might steal or rebel (as they did against Vlad Dracul, and met a similar
fate).

Later, Erzsébet is speaking about the Bathory coat of arms, which is a serpent or
dragon circled around itself and swallowing its own tail. The Bathory seal was
simplified to three dragon’s teeth.

Matyas-Templom (Matthias Cathedral) was built by Matthias Corvinus (Matyas
Kiraly) in Buda (the hill city overlooking Pest) and had been captured by the
Turkish advance in 1541 and stripped of Christian imagery. It was not re-taken
until 1686, when a statue of the Virgin Mary was found hidden in the walls.
Beatrice of Aragon was married to Matyas in the cathedral.

It has been suggested but not verified that the astronomer Johannes Kepler visited
the Béathory castles as a young scientist, as he had known and later married a
Hungarian woman, and because Erzsébet’s table was enthusiastically open to
masters of the Renaissance.

The “lullaby history” in Act 1l Scene 2 isan accurate if abbreviated summary of
the Béathory lineage up to the time of Erzsébet.
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